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SUB J : BHUTTO SHARPENS HIS REMARKS ON KASHMIR 
REF: ISLAMABAD 9583 

SUMMARY: PRIMIN BHUTTO SHARPENED HIS COMMENTS ON KASHMIR 
ISSUE DURING SECOND AND THIRD DAYS OF HIS CURRENT AZAD 
KASHMIR TOUR, CASTIGATING INDIA FOR FAILURE TO HOLD 
PLEBISCITE AND CRITICIZING INDIAN-HELD ELECTIONS IN 
KASHMIR. HE CALLED ON PEOPLE OF INDIAN KASHMIR TO 
STRUGGLE FOR SELF-DETERMINATION BUT ADVISED THEM AGAINST 
WAR. MEANWHILE, OPPOSITION PRESS HAS CRITICIZED BHUTTO'S 
EARLIER REMARKS ON KASHMIR AS WEAKENING PAKISTAN'S STAND. 
END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING SECOND AND THIRD DAYS OF PRIMIN BHUTTO’S 
CURRENT FIVE-DAY TOUR OF AZAD KASMIR, HE APPRECIABLY 
STEPPED UP LEVEL OF HIS RHETORIC IN SERIES OF 
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HE DENOUNCED INDIAN MOVES TO PROVIDE AUTONOMY FOR 
KASHMIR AS A ''TRAP" AIMED AT PERPETUATING ENSLAVEMENT 
OF KASHMIR PEOPLE. INDIA WAS COMMITTED TO HOLD 
PLEBISCITE IN KASHMIR, HE DECLARED, AND COULD NOT 
FULFILL THAT PLEDGE MERELY BY HOLDING ELECTIONS. GOI 
HAS, IN FACT, GONE BACK ON ITS PLEDGE BECAUSE IT KNEW 
KASHMIR PEOPLE WISHED TO IOIN PAKISTAN. 

2. IN OTHER REMARKS, PRESIDENT ASKED RHETORICALLY 
WHETHER INDIAN GOVERNMENT'S FAILURE PERMIT SELF- 
DETERMINATION IN KASHMIR SHOULD BE MET BY WAR. HE 
HAD NOT BROUGHT MESSAGE OF WAR, HE CONTINUED, BECAUSE 
THREE PAST INDO-PAK WARS AS WELL 

AS LESSONS OF CURRENT MIDDLE EAST SITUATION HAD MADE 
IT CLEAR PROBLEM COULD NOT BE RESOLVED BY WAR. 

AT THE SAME TIME, HE URGED KASHMIRI PEOPLE TO BE 
PREPARED FOR SACRIFICES TO HOLZIFIRMLY TO THEIR 
PRINCIPLES. 

3. IN COURSE OF ONE SPEECH ON NOVEMBER 7, PRIMIN 
COMMENTED THAT HE HAD SAID NOTHING DURING HIS 
AZAD KASHMIR TOUR THAT WOULD WARRANT ANY PROTEST 
FROM INDIA. IF INDIANS NONETHELESS DID PROTEST, 

THEY SHOULD KNOW THAT PAKISTAN WOULD NOT BE 
FRIGHTENED. 

4. NON-GOVERNMENT PRESS HAS CRITICIZED BHUTTO'S OFFER 
OF PROVINCIAL STATUS FOR AZAD KASHMIR, MADE ON FIRSTD 
DAY OF HIS TOUR 

(REFTEL). URDU LANGUAGE IANQ AND 

NAWETAI-WAQT BOTH EXPRESSED FEAR THAT ANY CHANGE 
IN CURRENT STATUS OF AZAD KASHMIR WOULD ADVERSELY 
EFFECT PAKISTAN'S CASE ON KASHMIR AND MIGHT ENCOURAGE 
INDIA TO CONVERT LINE OF CONTROL INTO PERMANENT INTER- 
NATIONAL BOUNDARY. SEVERAL OPPOSITION POLITICIANS 
HAVE VOICED SIMILAR SENTIMENTS. 

5. COMMENT. SHARPER TONE OF PRIMIN'S 

MOST RECENT REMARKS MAY REFLECT AWARENESS THAT EARLIER 
MORE RESTRAINED COMMENTS PLUS PROPOSAL TO INCORPORATE 
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AZAD KASHMIR INTO PAKISTAN WOULD BE SEIZED UPON BY DOMESTIC 
OPPOSITION. APPEARS THAT BHUTTO, TG SOME EXTENT, 

MAY HAVE BEEN DIRECTING EARLIER REMARKS AT DELHI AND LATER 
ONES AT HIS HOME AUDIENCE. 

SOBER 
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